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gun captain and flung it in Macdonough's face
with such force that he was hurled across the deck.
At length all but one of the guns along the side
exposed to the Confiance had been smashed or dis-
mounted,   and  this last gun broke its fastening
bolts, leaped from its carriage with the heavy recoil,
and plunged into the main hatch.    Silenced, shot
through and through, her decks strewn with dead,
the Saratoga might then have struck her colors with
honor.    But Macdonough had not begun to fight.
Prepared for such an emergency, he let go a stern
anchor, cut his bow cable, and "winded" or turned
his ship around so that her other side with its un-
injured row of guns was presented to the Confiance.
Captain Downie had by this time been killed, and
the acting commander of the British flagship en-
deavored to execute the same maneuver, but the
Confiance was too badly crippled to be swung about.
While she floundered, the Saratoga reduced her to
submission.    One of the surviving officers stated
that "the ship's company declared they would
no longer stand to their quarters nor could the
officers with their utmost exertions rally them/'
The ship was sinking, with more than a hundred
ragged holes in her hull and fivescore men dead
or hurt.    Fifteen minutes later the plucky Linne